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Abstract: In this talk, we present our broad research project that aims to revisit
the language of mathematics through the lens of contemporary linguistics and phi-
losophy of language. We argue, against a certain received view, that pragmatic
phenomena occur in mathematics in a peculiar fashion. In particular,

1. we adopt speech act theory to examine the illocutionary forces that shape
theorems and proofs;

2. we offer a novel understanding of mathematical proofs as complex speech acts
which combine a commissive and a directive nature;

3. we finally characterize mathematical assertions as those assertions in which
the success of the illocution binds the success of the perlocution.
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